
  

 

 

Sermon Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Thank you for downloading the Restore sermon notes. Use this to help prepare your 
Restore sermon on a range of suggested Bible passages that speak to both debt and 
climate justice – and how tackling these injustices are part of joining God’s work to 
Restore. The issues are deeply connected, both flowing from the same moral 
responsibility.  
 
When writing your sermon  
 

• Take some time to pray and ask for wisdom as you prepare your sermon.  

• Read through the themes and passages in this resource.  

• Read and watch the case studies from the Restore campaign to draw on for 
context.  

• Think about how long you have to speak and pick 2-3 key points to cover.  

• Think about how you want people to respond by taking part in the Restore 
campaign.  
 

  

1. Climate: God’s vision for the earth, stewardship and responsibility 
Genesis 1:28, Genesis 2:15, Genesis 3:11-19 

• Faith helps us understand both the beauty and the brokenness of the world. In Genesis 1 
and 2 we see God’s good design — people living in loving relationship with God, with one 
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another, and with creation. The relationship between God and creation is sacred. But in 
Genesis 3 we also see how those relationships become damaged when humans turn away 
from God. That is where the brokenness begins.  
 

• We are given a mandate by God be caretakers of God’s creation. There’s a clear message 
to be responsible stewards and not to exploit the Earth. And yet today we see 
environmental devastation across the world that drives poverty and suffering. It’s a 
symptom of our broken and distorted relationship with creation and one another. Caring for 
creation is part of loving our neighbour - creation care and justice are inseparable.   
 

• Humans were created for a life of purpose, responsibility, and relationship with God. Work 
is seen as an act of worship and service to God. This principle of stewardship should 
continue to shape faithful living and environmental responsibility for Christians today.   
 

 
Supporting scripture(s)  

• Psalm 24:1 - reminds us that the earth is the Lord’s — we are tenants, not owners.  

• Jeremiah 2:7 - scripture warns against ecological destruction.  

• Isaiah 24:4–6 - the earth “languishes” because of human choices. 

2. Debt: The year of Jubilee 
Deuteronomy 15:1–2    

• A key theme throughout Deuteronomy is the establishment of a just society that included 
provisions for the most vulnerable in society. This passage highlights that God built debt 
release into the economic structure and life of ancient Israel to ensure that no one was 
trapped in poverty.    
 

• Love and compassion underline the key economic principles of the land — not profit, not 
self-gain, not extraction. But today the world’s most vulnerable countries are spending 
twice as much on debt repayments than they receive in climate finance.  
 

• Countries like Kenya are burdened by debts that prevent them from investing in 
hospitals, schools, and climate resilience.  
 

• This biblical call is not simply charity but highlights the need to look at the root causes of 
poverty and pursue justice. 
  

Supporting scripture(s):  
• Leviticus 25 - Jubilee structures show that God opposes systems that concentrate 

wealth and power.  
• Proverbs 22:7 - Debt was never supposed to enslave.  
• Romans 13:8 - In the New Testament, Paul reframes debt.   

 
Watch Reverend Pilirani Jonasi share his experience of how the debt crisis effects 
communities in Malawi.   

  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/restore-film-collection


  

 

3. Debt and Climate: Creation groaning as the two crises converge 
Romans 8:19–22  

• Paul’s language speaks to us today as he talks about creation groaning under the 
weight of human sin.  
 

• Creation groans when:  
o countries can’t rebuild after storms because finances go to debt repayment.  
o farmers can’t adapt to drought because their nation’s budget is tied up.  
o the poorest nations, which contributed least to climate change, pay the highest 

price.  
 

• Injustice against the earth fuels injustice against those living in poverty — and vice 
versa.  
 

• But creation groans not in death throes, but in labour pains — meaning hope and new 
birth are possible.  
 

• The “children of God” are revealed in how they respond: with justice, compassion, and 
courage.  
 

Watch Precious Kalombwana share her experience of how the debt and climate 
crisis are affecting communities in Zambia.   

 
 

4. A Vision of Hope That Fuels Climate Justice   
Isaiah 35:4–7a   
 
• Isaiah gives us a picture of a restored and healed creation — deserts bursting with life, 

dry land renewed, and fear replaced with joy.  
 

• This vision reminds us that God’s mission is always moving toward renewal, not 
destruction.  
 

• When we partner with communities around the world to pursue climate justice, we join 
God in bringing glimpses of this promised restoration. 
  

• Our work becomes part of the unfolding of God’s salvation — a participation in God’s 
hope-filled future.  

  
Watch and read  the video and bible study of Anglican Archbishop of Brazil Marinez 
Bassotto on ‘Living as Faith Agents of Justice’.   

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/restore-film-collection
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/archbishop-marinez-call-action


  

 

Calling people to respond  
 

5. Courage in the Face of Injustice    
Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22  
 
• Esther reaches the climax of her long journey of 

preparation and courage. The injustice facing her 
people parallels the injustice of ecological 
breakdown and the climate emergency today.  
 

• Powerful nations and wealthy companies often 
ignore their responsibility to act, and in their 
inaction place vulnerable communities in danger. 
Failing to protect lives far away ultimately harms 
us all.  
 

• The 33-foot gallows in Esther’s story is a symbol 
you cannot ignore — just as today’s climate 
warning signs are impossible to miss.  
 

• Esther herself is vulnerable to the decisions of the powerful, yet she refuses to remain 
silent. She sets aside fear and speaks out for the sake of others — a model for the 
courage the church is called to show in the face of climate injustice.  

  
For a deeper dive, read our latest report ‘Building on Quicksand’ to learn more about 
what the UK can do about the debt and climate crisis.   

 
 

6. Harassed and Helpless 

Matthew 9:35–38  
 
• Jesus looks out at the crowds and sees them as “harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd.” He does not look away. He sees their exhaustion, exploitation, and 
vulnerability — and his first response is compassion.  
 

• The phrase “harassed and helpless” describes people burdened by circumstances they 
cannot control — just as many communities today are overwhelmed by climate impacts, 
poverty, and injustices that leave them exposed and unprotected.  
 

• Jesus then says, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.” This is not a call to 
panic but an invitation: God’s work is ready. The world is crying out. There is hope — if 
we step forward.  
 

• Jesus sends his disciples, not to stand at a distance but to go, to heal, to proclaim good 
news, and to lift burdens. This is the shape of Christian mission: seeing suffering, 
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https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2025-09/building-on-quicksand-climate-and-debt-report-final_0.pdf


  

 

allowing it to move our hearts, and acting with compassion and courage.  
 

• In a world where people are displaced by floods, hit by heatwaves, or trapped in cycles 
of debt and injustice, Jesus’ words still echo: “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
labourers.”  We are called to be those labourers — people who respond to suffering with 
practical love, justice, and solidarity.  

  
To hear more about this, watch the Restore Theology discussion where the panel 
reflect on the nature of restoration in the Bible.  

  

Next Steps:  
We are called to mend our broken relationships with creation and these passages 
can help you do this. Explore the other ways you can put your faith into action:  
 
• Get involved with the Restore Campaign Creative action. Share your prayers and 

hopes for a restored world.   
 

• Talk to your MP about the need for action from the UK government to tackle the 
climate and debt crises.  
 

If you have any questions, please email us at campaigns@christian-aid.org  
 
   
 

 

https://christianaid.resourcespace.com/?r=18410&k=1fe81e6153
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/restore-craftivism-guide-restore-pot
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/restore-mp-resources
mailto:campaigns@christian-aid.org

