
26 IN 26
26 ways our church can work for justice and tackle poverty in 2026

We’re not just a church… we’re a 

JUST CHURCH
“Let justice roll on like a river and 

righteousness like an ever flowing stream.”
Amos 5∶24

Share your progress:  #church26in26

Sign up for more:  
church-poverty.org.uk/justchurch

Ask six other people to sign 
up for the Church Action on 
Poverty and Christian Aid 
mailing lists. It’s an easy first 
step on the journey!

church-poverty.org.uk
caid.org.uk

Find out from your local school about the impact of 
poverty on their pupils, how they try to combat it and 
whether there is anything you can do to support them. 
Political debate can sometimes feel highly-charged, but 
everyone wants children to have a safe start in life, and 
good prospects as they grow up. 

Display one or more of the Dreams and Realities portraits. 
Share the person's story and invite others to 
share their dreams and realities. Talking about 
how the future might look, and what is holding 
people or communities back, is a key step 
towards  change. 

church-poverty.org.uk/paintings

Break bread with your elected politicians
Christian Aid’s guide shows how even a cup of tea and 
biscuits can build poverty-busting relationships that last for 
years. Also pray for your elected representatives regularly. 

caid.org.uk/breakingbread

Kickstart a conversation using the Talking Climate Justice 
toolkit.  You could involve your church’s children and young 
people too, or link up with a school, using the Get Creative 
For Climate Justice project. 

caid.org.uk/talkingclimatejustice
caid.org.uk/creativeforclimatejustice

Include a poem or prayer in your service from the Dignity, 
Agency, Power anthology that shares voices of people with 

lived experience of poverty. Hearing fresh 
voices in our services can help us to hear 
important messages with an open heart.

church-poverty.org.uk/anthology

Run the Act on Poverty course available as a six-session 
course or one-off short course. Taking time means we can 

deepen our understanding of poverty and our 
commitment to taking a stand. 

caid.org.uk/actonpoverty

Sing up for justice by learning some new songs produced by 
Fischy Music – great for children and worship with all ages! 
The words we sing can help us rethink our ideas and 
opportunities. Find the  
videos and sheet music at 
caid.org.uk/singup

Learn from Black church leaders and theologians about 
how climate and racial justice intersect, using resources 
developed with Christian Aid, and reflect on Jake Isaac’s 
worship song, Everything is Yours, and the story of its 
writing. Seeing how issues connect makes progress easier. 

caid.org.uk/propheticjourney
caid.org.uk/jakeisaac

Host a neighbourhood conversation, perhaps in 
partnership with other local churches, asking people what 
they would like this area to be like in 2030, and how you 
could make progress together. Sometimes we can realise 
that we have shared goals or that we are all trying to 
remove the same barriers. Talking can lead to new 
friendships and alliances. 

Use Christian Aid’s Just Peace resources which explore the 
conflict and the ingredients for a lasting, just peace in Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. There are prayers, an 

order of service, booklet, discussion 
guide and also The Tinderbox film. 

caid.org.uk/justpeace
caid.org.uk/tinderbox

Draw up a list of the best 
things about the area in 
which you live. Are any of 
them closed to people who 
are struggling financially? Is 
there anything you 
can do to change 
that? 

Focus on poverty in your 
intercessions, especially 
praying for all those who use 
their lived experience to 
support others and to make 
changes for good. We know 
prayer works – let’s 
harness its power!

Sign up for Church Action on 
Poverty Sunday in October  – 
we’ll send you a service pack 
full of resources.

church-poverty.org.uk/sunday

Use the Dangerous Stories
study pack, exploring the 
parables to show how and 
why we should get alongside 
people who are marginalised

church-poverty.org.uk/
dangerousstories

If you run a food project, 
check out the work and 
recommendations of the 
Alliance for Dignified Food 
Support.

Keep an eye on the news, 
and write to your MP,   
devolved politicians or 
councillor when a key issue 
around poverty arises in 
2026, asking them to meet 
with and speak up for
people in poverty. 

Look at your church's 
imagery. What does it 
communicate about wealth 
and poverty? Could people in 
the church create new 
artworks inspired by 
similar messages? 

Connect with a local 
grassroots group working to 
reduce poverty. Ask what 
changes they want to see 
locally and how you might  
support them.  If they need 
space, could you offer 
your hall to them free?

Host a community meal and 
invite people from grassroots 
groups and the wider 
community. Try to learn from 
people you haven’t met 
before about their life 
experiences and any 
injustices they face.

Use and share the Christian 
Aid prayer diary to 
encourage your congregation 
to pray for communities 
facing poverty around the 
world.

caid.org.uk/prayerdiary

Invite members of a Pantry 
or similar food project in 
your area to talk to some 
church members about the 
issues they are facing. 

Get involved with Christian 
Aid Week (May 10-16) – 
seven days and so many 
ways to support lasting 
change through giving, 
acting and praying. 

caweek.org

Host a  film session – 
Christian Aid’s Faith in Action 
series, with accompanying 
Bible studies, is a great way 
to get new perspectives. 

caid.org.uk/
faithinactionfilms

Read Just Worship, a brilliant 
exploration of what it means 
to live a just Christian life. 
We can learn so much from 
people’s experiences. 

Stefbenstead.co.uk/
just-worship

Create a board or space in 
church and invite people to 
put up quotes from the Bible 
– or elsewhere – that inspire 
them to tackle injustice.


