
When I needed a neighbour 

 

Original verses by Sydney Carter 

 

When I needed a neighbour 

Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour 

Were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won’t matter, 

Were you there? 

 

I was hungry and thirsty, 

Were you there, were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, 

Were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won’t matter, 

Were you there? 

 

I was cold, I was naked, 

Were you there, were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked, 

Were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won’t matter, 

Were you there? 

 

When I needed a shelter 

Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a shelter 

Were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won’t matter, 

Were you there? 

 

When I needed a healer 

Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer 

Were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won’t matter, 

Were you there? 

 

Wherever you travel 

I’ll be there, I’ll be there, 

Wherever you travel 

I’ll be there. 

And the creed and the colour 

And the name won’t matter, 

I’ll be there. 

 



Additional verses by Ally Barrett 

 

In the storm and the earthquake 

Are you there, are you there? 

In the storm and the earthquake 

Are you there? 

All the world is our neighbour 

And our love still matters, 

Are you there? 

 

When creation is groaning 

Are you there, are you there? 

When creation is groaning 

Are you there? 

All the world is our neighbour 

And our love still matters, 

Are you there? 

 

When the conflict is raging 

Are you there, are you there? 

When the conflict is raging 

Are you there? 

All the world is our neighbour 

And our love still matters, 

Are you there? 

 

Where you call out for justice 

We’ll be there, we’ll be there, 

Where you call out for justice 

We’ll be there. 

All the world is our neighbour 

And our love still matters, 

We’ll be there. 

 

 

Words and Music by Sydney Carter, with additional verses by Ally Barrett 

© Copyright 1965, 2025 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, www.stainer.co.uk. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stainer & Bell Ltd, Victoria House, 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1LS, UK 

Tel. 020 8343 3303   Email post@stainer.co.uk   www.stainer.co.uk 


