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The UK’s Role in Securing a  
Just Peace in Israel and Palestine 
 
Following nineteen months of relentless 
bombardment in Gaza, it is now more vital 
than ever that a just peace is achieved in 
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
This briefing covers the critical role that the 
UK government must play in achieving this, 
including:  
 

 Ensuring all those responsible for 
International Human Law violations 
are held to account, including through 
ending all arms exports to Israel;  

 
 Challenging the Occupation through a 

full ban on trade and investment 
between the UK and illegal Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank;  

 
 Increasing support for aid and 

humanitarian access in Gaza, including 
resisting Israel’s attempts to stop 
UNRWA from operating. 

 
Introduction 
After nineteen months of bombardment and 
displacement of Palestinians in Gaza by Israel, 
and following the collapse of the ceasefire 
achieved in January, action to end the conflict is 
needed more than ever. But, to achieve a lasting 
and just peace for Israelis and Palestinians, we 
need to address the root causes of the conflict 
and bring about the end of the illegal occupation 
of Gaza and the West Bank.  
 
The last 100 years have seen frequent episodes of 
extreme violence against innocent Palestinians 
and Israelis.  It is into this reality that the attacks 
by Hamas and other Palestinian groups on 
October 7 2023 fell. On that day, 1,200 Israelis 
were killed and over 250 taken hostage. Israel’s 
response has led to more than 52,000 Palestinian 

deaths with almost 120,000 injured.1 Women and 
children have borne the brunt of this violence, 
with the UN’s Human Rights Office finding that of 
the fatalities “close to 70%” were women and 
children, indicating a systemic violation of the 
fundamental principles of international 
humanitarian law, including distinction and 
proportionality.2  
 
Beyond Gaza, for Palestinians living in the West 
Bank, restrictions in movement, loss of work 
permits, the expansion of illegal settlements and 
violence, including the destruction of over 600 
olive trees during harvest season, have reversed 
growth opportunities and reinforced the hostile 
environment that most Palestinians live within.3 
With key sectors disrupted, including agriculture 
and commerce, the West Bank has lost over 
300,000 jobs, causing unemployment to more 
than double, and a decline in household incomes 
and living standards.   
 
Despite limited positive moves following the 2024 
General Election - restoring funding to UNRWA, 
limited arms license suspensions and 
withdrawing objections to ICC arrest warrants - 
the UK Government must do much more to 
ensure the cycle of extreme violence ends and 
that a sustainable and just peace can be achieved 
for Israelis and Palestinians. This requires using 
all possible levers to address the underlying 
causes of the conflict honestly and effectively, 
moving from condemning words to concrete 
action. 
 
The UK’s Role in Securing a Durable Ceasefire 
The UK Government has voiced concern over the 
collapse of the ceasefire and opposition to the 
expansion of Israeli operations but continues to 
sell arms to Israel despite their recognition of the 
clear risk UK arms could be used in violation of 
International Humanitarian Law. The clear and 
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compelling evidence of these violations, as well as 
the risk of genocide raised at the International 
Court of Justice, renders the partial ban on arms 
insufficient. There can be no more business as 
usual.  
 
Over the last eighteen months, humanitarian 
organisations have raised the alarm about Israel’s 
potential violations of international law, including 
the use of starvation and denial of water as 
weapons of war, attacks on civilian in so-called 
“safe” areas, and targeting of aid operations. 
Israel has undermined efforts by UN mechanisms, 
human rights experts and journalists to 
document its violations. Suspending all arms sales 
would not only prevent UK arms being used in 
further violations and atrocities, it would also be a 
further lever to push the situation forward 
towards a sustainable and just peace. 
 
The UK’s Role in Ending the Occupation 
Whilst the bombardment of Gaza has been 
ongoing, the occupation of the West Bank (which 
the ICJ advised is unlawful) has only deepened. 
Poverty, displacement and settler violence are the 
chief hallmarks of life for Palestinians under 
occupation, while an independent Palestinian 
state seems almost out of reach.  
 
Since October 7th, there has been an increased 
intensity of settler and military violence in the 
West Bank. UNOCHA have reported over 800 
deaths in the West Bank, and on average one 
Palestinian child was killed in the West Bank every 
two days between October 2023 and July 2024.4 
This has resulted in severe disruptions to 
livelihoods, movement, education, and essential 
services including access to health and water, 
with over 600,000 in the West Bank pushed into 
food insecurity.5 The West Bank can be 
considered a hostile environment for Palestinians 
with Israeli Government Ministers openly 
promoting annexation.  
 
Even before October 7th, violence in the occupied 
West Bank had reached unimaginable levels, with 
2022 being the ‘deadliest year’ for Palestinian 
children up to that point,6 while the first six 

months of 2023 set an all-time record for 
settlement construction.7 This follows a pattern 
since the Oslo Peace Accord, with settlers 
numbers having almost tripled in that time to 
over 700,000.8 Without significant action, this 
looks set to continue as the Israeli Government 
continues what most regard as illegal settlement 
expansion - as laid out by the ICJ which also calls 
on all states to desist supporting.   
 
The UK recognises settlements as illegal. Under 
the UK-Israel Trade Agreement, products created 
in settlements should not receive the same 
preferential treatment as those from within 
Israel’s recognised borders. Trade with and 
investment into illegal Israeli settlements 
supports a clear violation of International Law 
and trades away the path to a viable and just 
peace. In order to uphold their reputation as a 
strong supporter of International Law and human 
rights, the UK government must, as a minimum, 
ban trade and services with settlements. It is 
incongruous to support a two-state solution, as 
the UK does, while supporting one of the main 
obstacles to such an outcome to flourish. 
 
The UK’s Role in Upholding International Law 
For decades, Israel has acted with impunity, 
supported by the international community 
including the UK, leaving Palestinians unprotected 
and denied their right to self-determination. As a 
signatory to the Geneva Convention which 
prohibits the seizure of land through war and the 
UN Convention on Genocide, the UK must do 
more to hold all parties to account in upholding 
IHL and protecting innocent civilians.   
 
Israel’s Knesset vote to ban UNRWA from 
operating within Israel will render virtually 
impossible its humanitarian work across the 
territory that Israel occupies.  The legislation 
breaches the provisional measures ordered by 
the ICJ to prevent genocide given the critical role 
that the agency plays in delivering critical 
humanitarian aid to the Palestinian population in 
Gaza. The international community has a clear 
obligation to prevent genocide, which must 
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include giving unequivocal political and financial 
support to UNRWA.  
 
We welcome the UK’s response to the ban and 
recognition of the implications of it beyond Gaza. 
UNRWA’s mandate and position within the region 
is not solely on humanitarian delivery.9 It is also 
the sole provider of health, education and critical 
services for hundreds of thousands of Palestinian 
refugees across the Middle East, and the UK has 
long supported this organisation in their activities. 
The scale of this issue has prompted a Norway-
led resolution to the UN, supported by the UK, to 
request an advisory opinion from the ICJ on 
Israel’s obligations to facilitate humanitarian 
assistance.10 

 
The UK’s Role in Achieving a 

Just Peace 
 

 Ensuring all those responsible for IHL 
violations are held to account. This 
includes a full arms ban on Israel to help 
secure a durable ceasefire.  

 
 Challenging the occupation. This includes 

a full ban on any trade and investment 
with illegal Israeli Settlements. 

 
 Increasing support for aid and 

humanitarian access in Gaza. This 
includes substantially increased funding 
to the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine and boldly 
resisting Israel’s attempts to stop the 
agency from operating. 

 
 
Please contact Mark Joselin, the UK Parliamentary 
and Political Officer, at mjoselin@christian-aid.org 
for further information.



Parliamentary briefing  12 May 2025 
  

 

caid.org.uk 
 
 
 
Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scot charity no. SC039150 
Company no. 5171525 Christian Aid Ireland: NI charity no. NIC101631 Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity no. 
20014162 Company no. 426928. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. © Christian Aid 
September 2020 

End notes 
 

1 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/reported-impact-
snapshot-gaza-strip-7-may-2025 

2 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cn5wel11pgdo 
3 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-

situation-update-230-west-bank 
4 https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/child-

casualties-west-bank-skyrocket-past-nine-months 
5 https://www.wfp.org/stories/gaza-updates-hunger-

deepens-aid-plummets 
6 https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-

territory/2022-becomes-deadliest-year-palestinian-
children-west-bank-over-15-years 

7 https://www.timesofisrael.com/2023-sets-record-for-
settlement-construction-and-outpost-legalization-
watchdog/ 

8 https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2024-
03/Palestine-March2024.pdf 

9 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-
on-israels-knesset-vote-on-unrwa 

10 https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/strong-un-
support-for-norwegian-led-resolution-on-
humanitarian-access-in-palestine/id3080535/ 

 


