
   
 

   

 

 
 

The Unstoppable Power of Hope  
A service Celebrating 80 Years of the work of Christian Aid 

This order of service has been commissioned for our 80th Anniversary.  
Please use and amend as suits your needs 

….what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8) 

 
Greeting 
The grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you  
And also with you. 

 

Welcome 
Words of welcome are spoken by the minister / leader 
 
Call to Worship 
In a world longing for justice, we come to worship 
For God is our refuge and our strength. 

In a world of hunger and need, we come to serve 
For Christ calls us to love our neighbour. 

In a world of challenge and change, we come with hope 
For the Spirit leads us in justice and truth. 

Come, let us worship the Lord. 
Amen! 

 

Song/Hymn 1 
Suggestions are below or please choose your own and add lyrics to the PowerPoint if 
you are using it. 

 
 
 



   
 

   

 

Opening Prayer for Christian Aid’s 80th Anniversary 
 
God of Hope, 
We give thanks for 80 years of Christian Aid’s faithful witness, 
for lives transformed, communities restored, and justice pursued. 
In a world of challenge, You have stirred hearts to compassion, 
lifting the weary, feeding the hungry, and bringing light to the darkness. 
Renew our strength to walk in Your love and labour for Your kingdom. 
May hope continue to rise, justice flow like a river, and peace embrace the earth. 
With grateful hearts, we trust in Your faithfulness for the years ahead. 
In Jesus' name, Amen 

80th Anniversary Video - 80 years of hope | Christian Aid 

(If using the PowerPoint please download the video and embed it in the slide)Voices 
from the South / CA’s Impact 

Overview of 80 years of service or Q & A with local rep or video or video link 
to partner / staff  
 
Christian Aid’s Impact: Voices of Christian Aid 
In this part of the service you may want to use a  ‘Voices of Christian Aid’ video. 

 
You may wish to view powerful stories highlighting the impact of Christian Aid—past, 
present and future. From long-standing supporters to global changemakers, these 
voices speak of resilience, justice and hope. 80 years of hope | Christian Aid 

 

Confession 

How long? 

Lord, for how long? 
Be kind to me, I’m weak and helpless. I know I am greedy and think I deserve a nice life. 
But Lord I am so weak, and my head is turning like a fairground attraction when thinking 
about my responsibility toward others. 

Lord, for how long? 
Will poverty be a scandal in our world, and an insult to us all. The facts make me 
tremble to the bone. But the experience of those living in poverty makes me scared for 
my life.  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/our-work/80-years-hope#voices


   
 

   

 

I’m so sorry that so many are at the end of our world’s list of priorities, and helpless in 
their decisions about their future. 

Lord, for how long? 
Will women and men, the elderly and children, families and communities be displaced. 
They flee, forced to face alien circumstances in order to save their lives and the lives of 
their loved ones. 

Lord, for how long? 
Will being a girl make someone more likely to live in extreme poverty. My pillow is 
soaked with tears every night. I’m so angry, no one listens to me or understands how 
frustrated I am. 

Yes Lord, I am tired and my eyes have become weak by tiredness, I have fought 
because of all the enemies of justice. 

But Lord you have heard me crying and pleading for help, you have forgiven me of my 
greed and my self-righteous attitude. You have also driven the proud ones to flight. 
Hallelujah! 

You have also taken authority from unjust rulers and honored those who are considered 
in an unjust world as ‘no one’. 

Lord, you are so gracious. I want to be gracious too. Thanks for listening to me pleading 
for help. 

I come humbly before you, leaning on your steadfast love, asking you to answer my 
prayer, in the name of the one who fully showed us your mercy towards us. In the name 
of Jesus. 

A prayer Based on Psalm 6 by Nan Powell-Davies 

 
Song/Hymn 2 Suggestions are below or please choose your own and add lyrics to the 
PowerPoint if you are using it. 
 

Readings 
Suggested Readings: 
Isaiah 58:6–12 
Psalm 146 
Romans 12:9–21 
2 Corinthians 4:6–12 
 

 



   
 

   

 

Sermon – 80th Talk  
You may want to have a Christian Aid speaker or use our 80th Anniversary talk (which can 
be found on the website) as inspiration for a sermon on the impact of our work. To book 
a Christian Aid Speaker, visit www.caid.org.uk/speaker  

 

Song/Hymn 3 Suggestions are below or please choose your own and add lyrics to the 
PowerPoint if you are using it. 
 

Prayers 

We Are the Hopeful  
(To be read by a variety of voices)  

Lord, we are hopeful, for You are the God of justice. 
You hear the cries of the poor and lift up the lowly. 

You fill the hungry with good things 
and call us to be Your hands and feet in the world. 

We are hopeful because the earth is Yours, 
and in Your kingdom, none are forgotten. 

You clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, 
and bring healing to the broken in body and spirit. 

We are hopeful because love is stronger than injustice, 
and mercy will triumph over oppression. 

You call us to loose the chains of the oppressed, 
to break every yoke and let justice roll like a river. 

We are hopeful because we do not wait idly for change— 
we see it in human hands moved by Your Spirit. 

In the generosity of those who give, 
in the tireless work of those who serve, 
in the voices that speak truth to power. 

We are hopeful because, for 80 years, Christian Aid has shown 
that love in action can rebuild, restore, and renew. 

Through shelter for the displaced, food for the hungry, 
and dignity for the poor, Your kingdom is glimpsed on earth. 

 



   
 

   

 

Lord, we are hopeful, not in our strength, 
but in Your unshakable promise: 
That the last will be first, the weary will be renewed, 
and all who mourn will rejoice. 

For the kingdom is coming, 
and Your justice will reign forever. 
 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
(please join in in your own language) 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray; 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

A Call to Action 

In a world longing for justice and dignity, where too many are left unheard, we stand 
firm, because we have: 
The unstoppable power of hope. 

In a world where poverty steals life and injustice weighs heavy, we will not be shaken, 
because we have: 
The unstoppable power of hope. 

In a world where the hungry seek food, the oppressed cry for freedom, and the weary 
long for rest, we act in love, because we have 
The unstoppable power of hope. 



   
 

   

 

In a world where faith calls us to serve, to lift up, and to stand for justice, we recommit 
ourselves, because we have 
The unstoppable power of hope. 

In a world where God’s kingdom is breaking through, where mercy and truth guide our 
steps, we rejoice, because we have 
The unstoppable power of hope! Amen! 
 

Commit and Recommitment Litany 

This commitment litany works with multiple voices or with one leader, so flexible in 
many contexts.  

Leader (1): Hope brought us here. Our journey began together and we have been 
constant companions. As God moved over the waters of creation, God moves us. The 
spark of the Divine breathes hope onto the embers of our empathy and we are ignited.  

Leader (2): Hope holds us fast. We were promised the Holy Spirit to comfort and 
challenge and keep us when we are world-weary and overwhelmed, an advocate 
reminding us who we are - all of us one body, all of us beloved.  

Leader (3): Hope pushes us forward with an urgent insistency. Jesus emerged from the 
waters of his baptism with the words ‘you are my beloved’ ringing in his ears and was 
compelled to go into the wilderness, committed to love and all that came with it. We 
walk with that communal fire in our bellies.  

Leader (1): Hope brought us here, holds us together, pushes us forward. Today, we 
recommit to that fire-in-the-belly love for each other and for God’s cherished creation.  

Leader (2): Hope is symbolized in CA’s red envelope. Look at it now - an arrow reminding 
us that when the winds of hatred, greed and insatiable power blow the world off course, 
love is the way, the truth and the life.                                                           

Look at it now. It reminds us that Hope is not a feeble, cross our fingers, ‘fare thee well, 
friend’ token, but a promise to ‘roll up our sleeves, put our weight behind a world vision 
where all have enough.  

Leader (3): Are we ready? Are we ready? We, as a gathered group of believers, stand 
together and share these words, rekindling our determined fire for justice. (Ask the 
congregation to stand)  

Today, in this place, with these your God-given, beloved siblings, do you commit 
yourself to walk the way of peace and justice. 

Congregation: We do, for the power of hope is unstoppable.  



   
 

   

 

Leader (1): Today, in this place, knowing in the depth of your spirit that Christ calls us to 
be one, do you commit to do his will, be his body, bring in his Kingdom. 

Congregation: We do, for the power of hope is unstoppable.  

Leader (2): Today, in this place, we feel the spirit moving over the chaos and the calm, 
taking us to places unimagined. Do you commit to going where you are called, giving 
more than is possible to give alone and living a life that embraces the joy of not being 
the centre of everything.  

Congregation: We do, for the power of hope is unstoppable.  

Leader (3): Tomorrow, when fear and failure, exhaustion and confusion are paralyzing, 
and that deep desire to hunker down and look after what is familiar looms large, do you 
commit to holding hands with hope, to walking forward with your beloved siblings, and 
to cherishing the creation that holds us all. 

Congregation: We do, for the power of hope is unstoppable.  

Leader (1): Christian Aid Family, we are part of a global neighbourhood. As we stand 
together, we connect and commit to one another - to living and breathing and becoming 
together.  

Congregation: We do, for the power of hope is unstoppable. 

 
Song/Hymn 4  Suggestions are below or please choose your own and add lyrics to 
the PowerPoint if you are using it. 
 

Closing Prayer 

 
May the God of justice walk before you, 
the love of Christ shine through you, 
and the Spirit’s strength sustain you. 

And may you go in peace, and in the unstoppable power of hope. Amen 

 

 

  



   
 

   

 

Suggested Songs/Hymns:  
 

  
• We are marching in the light of God Adapter:Anders Nyberg (b. 1955) 

Tune:SIYAHAMBA Arranger:Anders Nyberg (b. 1955) 
 

• Tell out my soul Timothy Dudley-Smith (1961) 

 

• When I needed a neighbour   Sydney Carter  
 

• Everything is Yours Jake Issac 
 

• God of boundless hope - Jubilate  
 
 

• Inspired by love and anger John L. Bell and Graham Maule    
 

• God of Justice (We must go), Tim Hughes (2007) 

 

• Build your Kingdom Here (Rend Collective) 

 

• A song of Kingdom Come Paul Field & Martin John Nicholls written for CA’s 60th 
Anniversary The Song of Kingdom Come 

  
 
 
Useful links: 
 

80th Video Link: 80 years of hope | Christian Aid 

Voices of Christian Aid: 80 years of hope | Christian Aid 

 

https://hymnary.org/person/Nyberg_A
https://hymnary.org/tune/siyahamba
https://hymnary.org/person/Nyberg_A
https://hymnary.org/text/tell_out_my_soul_the_greatness_of_the_lo#Author
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0agok5XHhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0agok5XHhE
https://jubilate.co.uk/songs/o-god-of-boundless-hope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ervz11HibSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NAim0dYlh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlXDgo91pMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_iluZYEvug&t=45s
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/our-work/80-years-hope#voices

