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WE’RE BACK! 

The Salt Network is back! As you know, we had taken 
some time away from Salt. We used this time to plan 
and reimagine the future of the Salt Network.

This year, we are rebuilding the network. We have are 
planning a lot of amazing events which include the 
annual salt conference, roundtable discussions on 
various topics including “Sustainable Leadership” 
among others; and dinners that will provide a great 
opportunity for us to come together share ideas.

As previously mentioned, there have been a lot of 
changes with Salt and I am one of those changes. 
Hello, my name is Tamanda. I am the new Corporate 
Partnerships Officer and will be leading the Salt 
Network.

I have been at Christian Aid for just over a year. My 
previous role was with the Central Supporter 
Engagement Team where I had the opportunity to 
work with Christian Aid supporters to engage and 
generate support for our work both in the UK and 
overseas.

Prior to that, most of my work has been based in 
Malawi. A country that has a special place in my heart 
and one I am proud to call home. 

My work in Malawi was mostly community focused as I 
worked in landscape restoration and how to unite the 
community and private sector towards a common goal. 
This work was close to my heart as Malawi is a country 
that faces harsh weather conditions from cyclones to 
droughts and I believe these issues can be tackled 
through environmental restoration and strategic 
partnerships. 

I have only been in this role for a few weeks and it has 
been great to engage with some of you and I look 
forward to meeting you at our future events including 
the conference in June. If you have any questions or 
would like to chat, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at: Tliyao@christian-aid.org.

Join us at the annual conference on 14th June 2024!
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Maximising Impact: The Benefits of 
End of Tax Year Charity Donations

As the end of the tax year approaches, individuals and 
businesses are thinking “It’s time to pay the Tax Man”. 
In the UK, we have a unique opportunity to make a 
positive impact on society whilst benefiting from 
various tax incentives. Making charitable donations 
before the tax year-end not only supports important 
causes but also offers financial advantages for the 
donors. We don’t often talk about the benefits that 
come with donating to our favourite charities, so let’s 
talk about it.

One of the primary benefits of making charitable 
donations towards the end of the tax year is that it 
provides tax relief for both the donor and the charity. 
By opting into Gift Aid, taxpayers can increase their 
donations by 25% as charities can claim basic tax on 
their donations. This gives opportunity for your 
donations to go further, especially for the charities you 
are giving to.

Higher-rate taxpayers can also claim back additional tax 
through their self-assessment tax returns, making the 
act of giving more financially efficient.

Reducing Taxable Income
Donating at the end of the fiscal year, you can reduce 
their taxable income. Charitable donations made before 
the end of the tax year are deductible from the total 
income, potentially lowering the amount taxable 
income. This not only benefits the donor financially but 
also allows them to support causes they are passionate 
about.

Corporate Social Responsibility
For businesses, making end-of-tax-year charity 
donations aligns with Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR). Demonstrating a commitment to social and 
environmental issues can boost a company's 
reputation, build customer loyalty, and attract socially 
conscious investors. Moreover, CSR initiatives 
contribute to fostering a positive corporate culture and 
makes for a great work environment.

Companies that encourage and participate in charitable 
giving often experience increased employee morale. 
Knowing that your employer supports charitable causes 
can create a sense of pride and purpose among 
employees. This has been proven true by the Charities 
Aid Foundation (CAF), who in 2019 found that 57% of 
respondents agreed that employer’s attitude towards 
supporting good causes helps improve morale in the 
workplace.

This, in turn, can lead to improved job satisfaction, 
higher productivity and enhanced employee retention.

Supporting Causes Close to the Heart
With the cost-of-living crisis in the UK and across the 
world as well as the obvious effects of climate change, 
there are a lot of worthy causes for us to get involved 
with. When it comes to charitable giving, we all look to 
a cause that we are passionate about and aligns to our 
values. The end of the tax year provides an excellent 
opportunity for all of us to reflect on what matters most 
to us whether that’s faith, climate justice or any other 
causes that you feel called to support. 
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Zinenani Jaile, a beneficiary of the programme

Making a conscious effort to support specific charities can 
create a more meaningful and personal connection with the 
act of giving.

A programme that is close to the hearts of many who 
support Christian Aid is REAP. REAP is a programme that has 
been running since 2022 and it is making a remarkable 
difference in the communities we are working in.

Overall, I think we can agree that making charitable 
donations before the end of the tax year in the UK offers a 
multitude of benefits. We can agree that there are 
immediate positive benefits for the charitable organisations 
and donors can take advantage of tax relief and contribute 
towards a more socially responsible and sustainable society. 
As the year draws to a close, I hope that we can all take the 
opportunity to make a difference in the world whilst reaping 
the financial rewards of our generosity.

Rural Entrepreneurship Assistance 
Programme Update

Christian Aid has a lot of amazing programmes around the 
world. The programmes and the people we work with are 
passionate about seeing real transformative change in 
people’s lives. As a Salt Network, you have shown great 
support to our work and programmes and one of these 
programmes is the Rural Entrepreneurship Assistance 
Programme (REAP) in Malawi.

REAP is an initiative that aims to enhance household 
income, and access to finance and markets. This initiative 
provides business skills training and micro-loans (which are 
repayable through Village Savings and Loans Associations, 
VSLA) enabling individuals to start small businesses and 
bolsterexisting ones. The project currently targets 5,250 
households 

in Mulanje and Phalombe, Malawi.

So far, the project has made significant progress and has 
overcome various social and environmental challenges 
including Cyclone Freddy.

The project has seen many great achievements since its 
inception, some of which include:

1. Provision of loan access to 5,044 households,
enhancing their livelihoods through VSLAs.

2. The loans have enabled 1,077 individuals to
launch new businesses and 347 to expand existing 
businesses.

70% of the REAP initiative beneficiaries are women and 
female headed households. They are already reaping 
the benefits of the programme and Zinenani Jaile is one 
of these women.

Zinenani Jaile is a 31 year old mother of the three from 
Nkuta village under Traditional Authority Sunganinzeru 
in Phalombe district. She dropped out of school at the 
primary level in Standard 5 due to family financial 
constraints. 

She married young and initially her family supported 
her through a small grocery business, which eventually 
collapsed. They have resorted to piecemeal work for 
survival. Despite her passion to return to business, lack 
of knowledge about successful business management 
and insufficient capital were huge obstacles for her.

Zinenani was among the registered partivipants of the 
REAP project and she took part in the VSLA group 
formation and received business management skills and 
financial literacy training, becoming and became a 
member of the Chinangwa club. She received a 65 GBP 
interest-free loan from ADAF which she used as start-up 
capital for her grocery business. 

Already, Zinenani is reaping the benefits of the REAP 
initiative. Her family’s quality of life has improved, and 
this has allowed her to pay tuition fees for her children, 
especially those in senior secondary school. She has 
expressed ger gratitude to ADAF for this life-changing 
opportunity. Her future plants include diversifying into 
livestock farming and providing tertiary level education 
for her children. 

If you or your network would like to donate £100,000 
before the end of the financial year please contact us 
at: salt@christian-aid.org 
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New Year, New Skills

We are excited to share that the MBA academy is 
working with the Salt Network to offer a free mini MBA 
course in March.

The Mini-MBA course has been designed to help you 
get to grips with  key principles and has been delivered 
to up and coming leaders as well as senior executives 
in organisations including: AstraZeneca, Goldman Sachs 
International and Verizon, to name a few. 

The MBA Academy was founded Rupert Vernells in 
2007 and alongside his corporate clients Rupert has a 
passion for making the core MBA concepts available to 
those on the fringes of society, who would not 
normally undertake an MBA. 

The Mini-MBA content is made freely available within 
prisons and at present, 22,438 prison inmates across 30 
prisons have access to the Mini-MBA content. Prior to 
completing his own MBA, Rupert worked as a lawyer 
and headed up Osborne Clarke’s commercial law 
practice in Silicon Valley, California. Rupert has lectured 
at the US Department of Commerce, worked as an 
Assistant for Course Planning with Harvard Business 
Online and as a Module Advisor on the Bath MBA.

The dates and times of the course are as follows:

• Module 1 – Friday 1st March (12.00 – 14.00)

• Module 2 – Friday 8th March (12.00 – 14.00)

• Module 3 – Friday 15th March (12.00 – 14.00)

England and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scottish charity no. SC039150 
Company no. 5171525 Christian Aid Ireland: NI charity no. NIC101631 
Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity no. 20014162 Company no. 
426928. 

If you are interested in attending, please email us at: 
salt@christian-aid.org.

Upcoming Events
14th June 2024 - Salt Conference 

To register please visit:
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
transformationalenterprisenetwork/1101343

The aim is to inspire Christians with a business background to 
use their skills and resources to alleviate poverty.

With guest speakers including Christian Aid CEO, Patrick 
Watt.

We look forward to seeing you there!




