
Transcript from Act on Poverty session two: Broken
Father Osvaldo Concepción Marte, Director of the Montalvo Centre

My name is Father Osvaldo Andres Concepción Marte. I am Jesuit. My province is Caribbean province.  And my 

work is, I'm director of the Montalvo Centre. This is the social centre of the Society of Jesus here in the 

Dominican Republic. Our activities have different dimensions. In the dimension of politics we try to organise the 

base, because if the people are organised they can fight for their own rights. Also, there is the process of 

[transformation], the people can have another point of view about their own life.  

I think [that] this kind of work is imperative of the faith. It's not just if I want [it]. If I know inside me, in my heart 

Jesus, I have to have some kind of work [which] tries to improve the life of others. Because Jesus is not only 

some kind of spiritual experience, [he] is a real experience in our life. And this experience has took flesh, a 

human flesh, you know and when we touch the flesh of [our] brother, this brother [who is] suffering, is [it] Jesus 

[who] we are touching, you know. And this is the reason [we] try to change the inequality, poverty, [and] the 

suffering of our brothers, is it a Christian imperative.  

In Dominican Republic poverty is historical, you know. The fact that we were colonised by different countries, 

we know that [this] process in the past took [our] resources, or left us a poor social system and political system. 

We shared the island with Haiti. Many of the problems of the poverty in Haiti are linked to their colonised 

history. In our case, in Dominican Republic, last maybe 50 years, the problem was the United States. Latin 

America is the garden of the United States, the Bajar. Inside the soil there is many resources. This economic 

system that we have now in Latin America try to take a bunch of the resource inside the soil and move the 

population to the poor lands. And that is another kind of poverty, because now we have a few group of people, 

so few, rich, [and] a big group in the base they are still in poverty. [This] is the effect of the inequality [in] the 

social structure.  

I think the biggest challenge in this moment is [that] we have a serious problem with the democracy. There are 

many injustices discourse [that says] when there is injustice don't be in silence. In Latin America we have the 

freedom theology, or theology of liberation, we call [it] Latin American method. I don't know if I can translate 

that in this way, but the Latin method has 3 three parts- to see, to think, and to act - See, Think and Action.
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