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My name is Briar Mulaoka. | work for [the] Evangelical Association of Malawi and I'm working as Head of
Programmes. [The] Evangelical Association of Malawi works with churches at large on the issues of spiritual
transformation but, also physical transformation. So, within that you have issues to do with advocacy, climate
change, food security, disaster risk reduction, [these] are some of the things that we do there. But really our
understanding of mission is everything else that you do to advance the work of God, to advance the gospel. So,
everything that we do, whether it's advocacy, climate change, you want to look at all that in a holistic sense,

that is something that God is using as a vehicle to address the needs of everyone.

We are also involved in issues of policy engagement, and so we have a specific arm within [the] Evangelical
Association of Malawi which we are calling, Ethics, Peace and Justice Commission. So, that one, will identify
advocacy issues across the country and then kind of crystallize those issues, and if there's any need for
engagement, they will go to relevant government ministries to table those issues. It could be on security, it
could be on health, it could be on peace, it could be on electoral governance. So, all kinds of those things are
handled by the Ethics, Peace and Justice Commission. Maybe one of our critical issues is to project the
prophetic voice about what is happening in the country and what is happening on the global level. [For
example] Malawi of late will be experiencing cyclones almost every year. It's becoming like a common
phenomenon now. But you look at all that, it's an effect of climate change. You know this climate crisis is really
worsening poverty. We find that we experience floods, we experience tropical cyclones, and people are being
displaced. Yeah, [people are] just disillusioned! You know people feel, ‘okay our livelihood has been disturbed’,
and so you have crops being washed away when the flood has happened, livestock washed away. You know,
household assets which people would have been leaning on, they've been washed away. Infrastructure
damaged and then you're talking about maybe the worst of it all lives themselves have been lost. And so, you

find that it takes people so many steps backward when such a crisis happens.

We view ourselves as church, as faith communities in a very strategic position. We live with the people, we live
with the people in our communities. They come to our churches, we preach to them, [and] we see them. We're
encouraged by the scripture, the good Samaritan it's about the church, you know being out there and being of
support to somebody who is in need. So, | think in many ways the scripture has encouraged us to be of service

to one another and if we're not doing that, | think we're being unfair to our God.

The church needs to create awareness. We need to be involved in creating awareness on climate change issues,
on the laws and the policies, [and the] strategies that are being propagated globally but also nationally. The
church has a very big role to create that awareness. [Christian Aid] talks of Micah 6 verse 8, [it’s] very clearly

that we should work for justice. Where there's injustice the church needs to speak.

We can hold government accountable on the policies, especially on the commitments that they make, to say

how are we going to address issues of climate change in Malawi. So, the government has to make some



commitments, the church has to hold government accountable for that. We're talking about when parliament is
meeting, they are discussing the budget for the year, how much are they apportioning to issues to do with
climate change, how much are they putting into issues to do with mitigation and all kinds of things. So, we're
saying the church can hold the government accountable for those. We can also lobby the government for better
policies and laws that can address climate risks and vulnerabilities in communities. So, we're saying that the
church is mandated, it's within their calling to do that. They're compelled by scriptures. It's within their mandate
to do that. And so, what we're saying is what do we need to do? This is a collective thing, those of us who are on
the developing side, but also those that are developed on the other side, what messages do we give to each
other so that we can minimize the disruption that is happening on people's life. So, issues of climate financing
has been one of the critical things that we have been discussing as a network, to say yeah can we hold those
developed countries where maybe most of these gas emissions is happening, can we hold them accountable to
be able to support efforts that are being done on [the developing] side where the impact is being felt even

much more.

How we wish there was a listening ear. Somebody can listen to this voice and say, okay, there's a voice of reason

from Malawi. People are suffering! What can we do?

Let's not give up. Let's not give up.



