We've been given

Let’s build with it.

Please give generously.
And help put a family back
together this Christmas.



Christian Aid/ Tom Pilston

For unto us a child is born...

Unto us an indescribable hope is given — a great light in the
darkness; the Prince of Peace; a champion of justice for the poor,

the weak and the broken.*

Christmas is a time to remember the hope we have been given.
Christ came among us to build a new kingdom.

What will you build this Christmas?

*based on Isaiah 9

Three women smile together in the
doorway of a newly built house - the
villagers in Kuala Bubon, Indonesia,
call them ‘the three mothers’.

Nuryiani (bottom right), Husana and Yusinta —
a family of mothers kept together by hope.

Their world was shattered by the tsunami
of Boxing Day 2004. Nuriyani remembers it
like yesterday: ‘I fainted with the shock of
seeing the devastation.’ Her friends find
their losses even more difficult to talk

about. The situation grew still worse when
the government prevented their village
returning to rebuild so they could create a
buffer zone around the coastline in case of
future disasters. The families in the village
faced separation: no homes; no land; no
livelihood and an end to their way of life for
generations.

But Nuriyani tells us, ‘We never gave

up hope. We knew Kuala Bubon was where
we were meant to be.” The mothers found
further hope in Christian Aid partner, YEU,
who designed houses on reinforced
concrete stilts so it was safe to return.

Every day for a year, Nuriyani, Husana and
Yusinta visited the officials. Finally, they got
the answer they had been hoping for. YEU
could rebuild the houses; their families
could go back — together.

Today the three mothers stand in a newly
built house surveying the extended family
they have kept together. Husana says
‘people made fun of us mothers. They
thought we wouldn't make any difference!’

People may say we can't make a difference.
But that’s not true. We can support families
to rebuild; bring them back together and
better prepare communities for disasters.
Together we can build Christ’s hope-filled
kingdom of justice and peace.

Buying virtual gifts from our gift catalogue
is another way your church can help.

Call 08700 787 788 to order copies for
your congregation.



Support Christian Aid’s Christmas appeal
and help families in poor communities.

B Order free Gift Aid envelopes B Send money and Gift Aid declarations
and Christmas prayer boxes for back to your national office.
everyone in your church. i
Call 08700 787 788 or visit ® Thank you!
www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas If you have time in your service for
more, visit www.christianaid.org.uk/

W Put up the poster on the back of christmas to download sermon notes,

this leaflet.
an all-age talk and
B Use the reflection ‘For unto us a more information on
child is born' (opposite) and the YEU, Indonesia and
prayer in your service. Christian Aid’s response

B Show our short film. You can to the tsunami.

download this free from
www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas

£65 could buy the £330 could pay for a radio
materials needed transmitter to warn a

for storm-resistant community in Guatemala
roofing for a of life-threatening floods

building in India

£141 could buy three airtight granaries to store food and
feed families following drought or storms in Honduras

Here is our gift

Title Forename Please return this form
(or a photocopy) with your
Surname contributions to:

England: Christmas Appeal,
Address Christian Aid, Freepost,
London SE1 7YY

Postcode Scotland: Christmas Appeal,
Christian Aid, Freepost SCO5747,
PO Box 11, Edinburgh EH1 0BR
Wales: Christmas Appeal,
Cymorth Cristnogol/Christian Aid,
Rhadbost/Freepost SWC3361,
Caerdydd/Cardiff, CF15 82D
Northern Ireland:
) Christmas Appeal,
Please find enclosed a cheque for £ Christian Aid,
(payee Christian Aid) Freepost BEL2557,

Belfast BT9 6BR

Name of church

Position in church (if applicable)

A005627

Denomination/network

Please find enclosed Gift Aid envelopes.

Christian Aid will not pass your details on to any other organisation.

If you already receive information from Christian Aid we will continue
to send it unless you tell us otherwise by writing to us at PO Box 100,
London, SE1 7RT. If you are new to Christian Aid, please tick here if
you do not want to receive information from us. []



A prayer of hope

Everlasting Father,
thank you for your gift of hope;
the indescribable gift of your Son.

Wonderful Counsellor,

shine your light again this Christmas.
Teach us to champion peace and justice.
Prince of peace,

help us to build your kingdom,

for the sake of the poor, the weak and the broken.

Amen.
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