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You will find enclosed in this issue of the Christian
Aid Ireland magazine a number of postcards, which
we are asking you to post to your local TDs or MLAs.

During 2011 both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland have had
elections, so it is a good time to write to our newly-elected representatives to
ensure that the plight of the poorest people in the world is at the forefront of
their minds as they debate the issues and formulate new laws.

If you live in the Republic of Ireland you will receive four postcards to send to
your local TDs. We are aware, however, that some constituencies have 5 TDs
and if this is the case and you would like to write to all 5 then please contact
the Dublin office on (01) 611 0801 or email dublin@christian-aid.org and we
will send you an extra postcard.

If you live in Northern Ireland you will find six postcards enclosed, one for each
of your local MLAs.

All you need to do is add the name of your local TDs or MLAs at the top of each
postcard, add a stamp and pop them in the post.

The aim is to make our politicians north and south aware of Christian Aid’s key
campaign issues of climate change and tax dodging and to ensure that they
take action to tackle some of the root causes of poverty.

How to find the names of your local constituency politicians:

MLAs by phoning (028) 9052 1137 or online at www.niassembly.gov.uk

TDs by phoning (01) 618 3166 or online at www.oireachtas.ie

POSTCARDS FOR
YOUR POLITICIANS

Christian Aid is a Christian
organisation that insists the world can
and must be swiftly changed to one
where everyone can live a full life,
free from poverty.
We work globally for profound change that eradicates the
causes of poverty, striving to achieve equality, dignity and
freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality. We are
part of a wider movement for social justice.

We provide urgent, practical and effective assistance
where need is great, tackling the effects of poverty as well
as its root causes.

Christian Aid is a Christian
organisation that insists the world can
and must be swiftly changed to one
where everyone can live a full life,
free from poverty.
We work globally for profound change that eradicates the
causes of poverty, striving to achieve equality, dignity and
freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality. We are
part of a wider movement for social justice.

We provide urgent, practical and effective assistance
where need is great, tackling the effects of poverty as well
as its root causes.
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EDITORIAL
The joie de vivre
personified on our
front cover by Isobel
was reflected by many
other supporters of all
ages at our special
event in Hillsborough
Fort in June this year.
Promoting our 4:48
four peaks in forty
eight hours challenge
is another lively
person and promoting
our Sheep’s Head Hike
is the all age group
who took part in it last
year. Being part of the
vision to end poverty
doesn’t mean being
miserable!

To be part of the Christian Aid
movement for change in this unequal
world of ours calls for tenacity,
determination and a belief that
together we can make a difference.
It needs all generations working
towards a common goal. We may do
things differently at different ages.
Marathons are not for me – not that
running ever was, at any age!
I admire those who use their athletic
abilities to run races, climb
mountains, hike over hills and the like
so that much needed funds can go
to support Christian Aid’s work
overseas. Equally well I admire those

who do shopping centre collections,
knock doors for Christian Aid Week,
and organise all sorts of events.

As we continue to campaign, raise
funds and use our influence to bring
more and more people into our
movement for change, Christian Aid
is also turning its attention to 2012
and beyond. Ensuring that our work
is effective, cost efficient and
people centred continues to be our
top priority. We know that this is
what is expected of us and it is what
gives our supporter network the
confidence exercising their many
skills and abilities under the
Christian Aid banner.

Thank you for your ongoing
enthusiastic, passionate and
continued support.

Margaret Boden
Chief Executive
Christian Aid Ireland

Late News
As we were going to press, news
was breaking of an emergency
appeal for the victims of drought
and displacement in East Africa. 
The United Nations is reporting that
the situation is the worst food
security crisis in the world today
and some parts of the region are
experiencing the driest conditions
in 60 years.

Please see page 14 for more
details and a donation form.

CONTENTS

4

6

n 4 DUBLIN  
Coffee with the President

n 5 STORMONT  
CA volunteer honoured

n 9 PICNIC BY THE LAKE  
Barbecue at Hillsborough Fort

n 6 CHURCHES UPDATE
From Burkina Faso to Bangladesh 

n 8 EGYPT
The returnees from Lybia 

n 12 FUND RAISING
Christian Aid Week pictorial round-up

n 10 CAMPAIGNS
World Bank success

n 15 DIARY DATES
How and when you can get involved

NEWS

FEATURES

REGULARS

COVER:

Fun in the sun: Isobel Horsman (5) was among the
hundreds of people who gathered at Hillsborough
Fort in Co Down for the Christian Aid Week
organisers’ ‘Thank You’ barbecue. 
More photos on page 8.  
Photo: Harrison Photography
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4 Christian Aid Ireland

NEWS

President Mary McAleese hosted a coffee
morning for a number of Christian Aid
supporters at Áras an Uachtaráin in April,
shortly before hosting visits by the Queen
and President Obama. After greeting
everyone personally, Mrs McAleese spoke
of the importance of the work of Christian
Aid overseas, and of the importance to
agencies like Christian Aid of the support
given by its volunteers and donors at home.

As Head of Programme Development,
Nazma is responsible for Christian Aid’s
aid and development programmes in
Africa, the Middle East and Latin
America that are funded through the
government’s Irish Aid Multi Annual
Partnership Scheme. 

Prior to joining Christian Aid, Nazma
worked for UNICEF, Sightsavers
International, and Save the Children
amongst others. This meant working in
many places around the world including
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan and
the USA.  

Nazma is also well used to being the
centre of public attention, and the
pressures of the broadcast media. 

‘In Bangladesh, I used to host a TV
programme called ‘Opinion’.  It was a
chat show on which we discussed health
issues.’  She has a PhD in Medical
Nutrition from the Karolinska Institute,
Sweden.

When speaking at the United
Presbyterian and Methodist Church in
Dublin during Christian Aid Week, Nazma
said: ‘I have been inspired by the good
work of Christian Aid in Nicaragua and El
Salvador and I want to dedicate my
experiences and learning to help people
help themselves to live a quality life’. 

On moving to Ireland, she adds ‘Dublin is
vibrant, so easy to walk around and
explore. People are very friendly;
strangers will stop and chat and ask me
how I’m enjoying living here’

Nazma says she has many aspirations. In
particular, she is passionate about
making changes that will improve the
quality of life of children and women in
difficult situations. Her main interests lie
in human rights, women’s
empowerment, the prevention and
control of HIV/AIDS, and in developing
strong and sustainable health systems at
the national level.  

NEW HEAD OF DUBLIN OFFICE
Christian Aid Ireland is delighted to welcome
Dr Nazma Kabir as the new Head of Programme
Development based in the Dublin office. Nazma
worked in the development sector for 20 years
before joining Christian Aid in February 2011. 

Dr Nazma Kabir

President McAleese addresses Christian Aid supporters at her official residence.

‘I have been inspired
by the good work of
Christian Aid in
Nicaragua and El
Salvador and I want to
dedicate my
experiences and
learning to help
people help
themselves to live a
quality life’. 

COFFEE
WITH THE
PRESIDENT
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Hazel McCall, a Christian Aid volunteer
fundraiser and organiser, was recently
honoured at a reception at Stormont for
her contribution to international
development by the All Party Group on
International Development (APGID).

Speaking about her award Hazel said: ‘I did feel it was an honour to
be invited to Stormont and be part of it. I am very pleased that the
Assembly is taking an interest in International development work.’

As a Christian Aid Week volunteer organiser, every May Hazel co-
ordinates 22 Churches in Lisburn to take part in the door to door
collection which raises on average £27,000 annually. 

Then throughout the year she organises concerts in Lisburn for
Christian Aid and works extremely hard to ensure the needs of
others are kept in the minds of the public. The banner advertising
the soup lunches outside the 1st Lisburn Presbyterian Church in
Market Square – now going for 30 years – is a weekly reminder of
how people can support overseas development in a very simple
but positive way.

Speaking at the event, APGID vice-
Chairman Conall McDevitt said; ‘These
awards acknowledge only a few
exceptional individuals who have
transformed the lives of many thousands
of miles away. We will seek to make
similar acknowledgements every year as
it is long overdue that this Assembly,
which is not known for its international
outlook, honour those who have done so
much to promote global development.’

STORMONT
RECOGNITION

Hazel McCall with MLAs Jim Wells and Conall McDevitt of the All
Party Group on International Development at Stormont. 

This is the moment when Bewley’s Coffee signed a two million US
dollar contract with Christian Aid partner Soppexcca in Nicaragua,
to supply Fairtrade coffee to the Irish market.  Pictured on the left
is Paul O’Toole, Bewley’s chief coffee buyer, with Soppexcca’s
Director Fatima Ismael Espinosa holding the contract, and Al
Cunningham from Christian Aid’s Managua office.  The signing
ceremony took place in Soppexcca’s headquarters in Jinotega,
northern Nicaragua.

On his last day as the Dean of Belfast, the Very Revd Dr Houston
McKelvey OBE handed over a £10,000 cheque for victims of the
earthquake in Japan to Christian Aid’s CEO Margaret Boden.  It
was raised through donations to the Cathedral’s ‘Barrel of Hope
for Japan’.  The money was passed on via the Action by Churches
Together Alliance, of which Christian Aid is a member, to the
National Council of Churches of Japan.

www.christianaid.ie
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THE BIG CONTRACT
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‘I look upon
this award as
recognition
for all of the
volunteers
who have
helped over
the years’ 
Hazel McCall

DEAN’S LAST DAY
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6 Christian Aid Ireland

OVERSEAS

CHURCHES UPDATE
From food security to
sinking wells, and from
flood defences to
coalitions of social
organisations, churches
in Ireland continue to
bring hope to individuals
and communities around
the world through their
committed support of
Christian Aid partners.

The following are examples
of projects which have
recently been supported or
are currently being
supported by the
Presbyterian Church in
Ireland (PCI), the Church of
Ireland Bishops’ Appeal
(CIBA), the Methodist
Church in Ireland (MCI),
the Religious Society of
Friends (Quakers), the
Non-Subscribing
Presbyterian Church of
Ireland (NSPCI) and the
Moravian Church in
Ireland. These
contributions are in
addition to ongoing
generous donations to our
Haiti, Pakistan and West
Africa emergency appeals.

Burkina Faso: 
In Burkina Faso, one of the world’s
poorest countries, a changing climate
is compounding the problems of
hunger and malnutrition.  The nation
has recently been struck by both
famine and floods.  A project
supported by PCI and the Moravian
Church in Ireland, however, is working
to alleviate this situation.  By making
farming in Seno and Oudalan
provinces more varied and resilient,
ODE aims to improve the food security
and nutritional levels of vulnerable
communities in seven villages.
Community members are taught
sustainable agricultural techniques to
increase food production.  Market
gardens have been created to provide
fresh vegetables, and wells dug to
provide a continuous water supply.
Farmers’ groups have also been
provided with poultry and sheep,
much needed sources of additional
income.  The entire project has also
been underpinned by a micro-credit
initiative, ensuring both financial
sustainability and long-term benefits
for these communities.

In Zitinga district, grandmother Djeneba
Diallo feeds one of the two oxen she buys
for fattening each year, using ODE
microcredit.

Photo: Adrian Horsman

Bangladesh:  
Water is everywhere in Bangladesh but
it is often not safe to drink.  Rising sea
levels are contributing to the increased
salination of drinking water in the
south of the country, while in the north,
ground water is often contaminated
with naturally occurring arsenic.
BCAS’ safe water project has secured
safe drinking water supplies for 2,500
households over three years.  With
financial assistance from NSPCI, deep
tube wells have been sunk in villages
in northern Bangladesh, ensuring a
reliable supply of arsenic-free water.
Community water councils have also
been set up to monitor and coordinate
these village water supplies. Further
donations from NSPCI has enabled this
partner to implement climate change
mitigation programmes. 

Monika Roy is President of her village Pani
Parishad (water council) in the Gopalganj
district of Bangladesh.

Photo: Christian Aid/Steven Buckley
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Malawi:  
Chikwawa District in southern Malawi
is one of the country’s most flood-
prone regions.  With support from
CIBA, our partner EAM has been
working with local communities to
reduce the risks associated with
flooding.  

Local schools and media outlets have
had training on how best to respond
to emergencies, such as the setting up
of early warning systems.  Dykes and
embankments have also been
constructed along some parts of the
Shire River.  Raised, flood-proof
housing will also be constructed for
vulnerable community members,
particularly the elderly, the disabled
and those living with HIV.  

Flora Amadou, on the right, helps
construct canals as part of a disaster risk
reduction project in Mawale Village in the
remote Senga Bay area of Salima District,
central Malawi.

Photo: Christian Aid/Sarah Filbey

Colombia:  
Colombia as a nation has suffered the
effects of violence and terrorism over
the last number of decades.
Community-based social organisations
in Colombia are working to heal the
divisions caused by this conflict, and
Christian Aid is assisting a coalition of
eleven such groups in Bogota.
Financial support from MCI has
enabled PFOSB to provide resources
and training to these organisations,
helping them to become better
representatives of and advocates for
their communities.  Project activities
have included an Arts and Peace Youth
Festival, a forum for women involved
in politics, and workshops for agencies
working with children and young
people and those living with HIV.

Altos de Cazuca, a slum in south Bogota
where many internally displaced people
(IDPs) end up. 

Photo: Christian Aid/Paul Hackett

Haiti:  
As Haiti continues to recover and
rebuild after the devastating
earthquake of January 2010, one
long-term Christian Aid project is
continuing to have a major impact on
rural communities in the south of the
country.  The Let Agogo project
involves more than 240 dairy farmers,
who sell their milk to a number of
small dairies.  This secure income
helps to guarantee their livelihoods,
providing the finances to pay for their
children’s school fees, among other
things.  With Quaker support, Let
Agogo has been able to secure a
contract to provide 80 schools with
milk three times a week, and plans
are afoot to build another dairy unit
in the near future.

'Let Agogo' milk produced by Veterimed. 

Photo: Adrian Horsman
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The political instability that has been evident
in North Africa in recent months has made
headlines all over the world as commentators
refer to the ‘Arab Spring’ and the emergence
of a dynamic civil society across the region.
In Egypt and other countries bordering Libya,
however, behind the headlines there have
also been undesired consequences for many
people.   

Prior to the uprising against Col. Gadaffi,
about one and a half million Egyptians were
living and working in Libya.  Remittances from
Libya to Egypt were worth about $254 million
in 2010, according to the UNHCR. Overnight
this flow of money ceased and the
implications of this loss of income are being
felt by families in communities all over the
country. 

I travelled to Egypt in March of this year to
see how Christian Aid’s local partners were
coping. During my visit it was clear that in
many villages families are struggling to meet
their basic needs.  Thousands of workers
have returned from Libya to their home
villages in Egypt placing further strain on
family resources. In addition many thousands
of people have also lost their jobs in the
construction and tourism industries as a result
of the political instability.  In each of the
villages I visited people recounted how their
lives have dramatically changed in a short
space of time.

Emad Samir Tawadros (29), pictured with his
wife Magada Youssef (28) and their son
Abanub (5), left Benghazi in Libya in February
of this year during a lull in the fighting.  In their
sparsely furnished rented home in Nazlet el
Amodien in Samalout, Middle Egypt, Emad
recounted his experience in Libya to me as
well as the challenges the family now faces.   
‘It took me four days to get to the border
crossing at Saloum, we travelled by car at night
when we thought it was safe.  I was robbed of
all my possessions during the journey’.

When he was in Libya, Emad worked as a
labourer in the construction industry and sent
back money to his wife on a regular basis but
the family has had no income now for several
months.

‘The contractor refused to pay me before I
left Libya. I arrived in Egypt penniless.’ Life
has become very difficult now that he is back
in Egypt and like thousands of other
returnees, Emad is struggling to feed and
clothe his family.  

His wife Magada explains ‘We have to borrow
money from friends and family just to put
food on the table’. 

Emad is willing and able to work but his
immediate employment prospects do not
look good. ‘Each day I go and look for work in
the area but there is no work’

The ‘Arab Spring’ has dominated the news in recent
months, but behind the headlines life has been tough
for many families in North Africa – as Niall O’Rourke
discovered in Egypt.

OVERSEAS

Recycling other people’s rubbish is the only option for some
of the people we work with in Egypt to make a living. 

Migrant labourer Emad Samir Tawadros
(29), with his wife Magada Youssef (28)
and their son Abanub (5), in their rented
home near Samalout, Egypt.  

To relieve the situation facing
families like the Tawadros,
Christian Aid is currently setting
up a cash for work programme
with local partners CEOSS
(Coptic Evangelical Organisation
for Social Service) and COC Bless
(the Coptic Church’s
development arm) that will
provide temporary work and
income generating activities for
affected vulnerable households.
The planned programme will
help to empower people affected
by this crisis to address their
basic needs and to create assets
and provide services that will
benefit the wider community.        
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COVER STORY

More than three hundred Christian Aid
Week organisers, collectors, volunteers
and supporters enjoyed a day out at
Hillsborough Fort in Co Down recently.
The occasion was a chance for Christian
Aid to say ‘Thank You’ to everyone
whose hard work made this year’s
Christian Aid Week such a success.

PICNIC BY THE LAKE

The barbecue was sponsored by the Good Little Company of
Co Down, who already donate 5p to Christian Aid from every
pack sold of Good Little Sausages – and more recently Good
Big Sausages too.  The money is donated under the pledge
‘Buy one, give one free’; for every pack of sausages bought,
GLC provide a staple meal for someone in a developing
country every day for two weeks. So far, more than eight
million meals have been donated in this way via Christian Aid.

Music was provided by the Templemore Band, and there were
historical tours of the fort.  Children enjoyed games and face-
painting.  

The day was organised by Deborah Doherty, who was
delighted that the rain held off. 

‘We were blessed with sunshine and a wonderfully warm
atmosphere at our Picnic by the Lake.  The music of the
Templemore Band in such an historic and sheltered setting
made for a most enjoyable afternoon’.

Afterwards, an Epilogue Service in Hillsborough Parish Church
was addressed by Bishop Trevor Williams, Chair of the Board
of Christian Aid Ireland.

Barbecuers Sarah Savage, from the event sponsors the Good Little
Company, and Christian Aid supporter Mervyn Morrow keeping
everyone fed.

Bishop Trevor Williams and Margaret Boden, at Hillsborough Fort.

92 years old and still collecting for Christian Aid!  Ria Ferguson
has been a Christian Aid Week collector for around 25 years.  Mrs
Ferguson is pictured here on the left, with fellow Hillsborough CA
Week collectors Maura Pringle and Hilary Jess.
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Templemore band kept everyone entertained at the Christian Aid
Picnic by the Lake.  Photo: Adrian Horsman
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10 Christian Aid Ireland

CAMPAIGNS

We’ve had some great
success in our campaign to
stop the World Bank investing
in fossil fuels since the last
issue of the Christian Aid
Ireland magazine.

Christian Aid supporters across Ireland have
sent messages to the Minister for Finance
Michael Noonan TD in Dublin and to the
International Development Secretary Andrew
Mitchell MP in London.  Mr Mitchell is also
the UK’s representative on the board of the
World Bank.  In total more than 26,000
messages have been sent.  This has raised a
lot of attention in official circles, and our
message is getting through.

Thanks to your campaigning, the World Bank
indicated in April that it plans to stop
investment in coal-fired power stations in
medium-income countries such as Brazil,

South Africa and the Philippines. This means
that in the future a coal-fired power plant
such as the one built by Eskom in South
Africa would not get funding from the World
Bank.

While this is a step in the right direction, the
campaign doesn’t end here.  We want the
World Bank to confirm this ban on coal and
extend it to all developing countries. There
are also no plans to limit funding for gas and
oil, meaning that fossil-fuel investment could
continue to rise, worsening climate change
and driving the poor even deeper into
poverty. We’re calling on the Bank to end
fossil-fuel investment and instead provide the
clean, reliable and affordable energy so
urgently needed by the world’s poor.
Check out our new video and take action on
our website at www.christianaid.ie/actnow

Together we can ensure that this issue stays
at the top of the governments’ agenda.

WORLD BANK CAMPAIGN
SCORES SUCCESS

Children in Stranmillis Primary School, Belfast, listen to Al
Cunningham, Christian Aid’s Nicaragua programme manager, on
his visit home to Northern Ireland in May.  Al was using tropical
fruit to demonstrate commodity prices.  Photo credit: Dave Thomas

Another Fairtrade workshop was run by pupils at Markethill High
School, Co Armagh. Afterwards they tasted some Fairtrade
products in the school canteen with Christian Aid’s Dave Thomas.
Photo credit: Jennifer Norris

From Lisbellaw to Limavady, Banbridge
to Ballymoney and Carr to Cookstown,
schools across Northern Ireland have
been taking part in special workshops on
Christian Aid and Fairtrade.

The workshops took place during Fairtrade Fortnight and
Christian Aid Week, and focused on Christian Aid’s involvement
in the origins of the Fairtrade movement in 1992 and the work
of our partner Soppexcca with coffee farmers in Nicaragua. As
well as learning how they can support Fairtrade, pupils also
raised funds for the work of Christian Aid

FAIRTRADE SCHOOLS WORKSHOPS

David Thomas, our Education and
Campaigns Coordinator, ran his first
marathon in Belfast for Christian Aid
crossing the finish line after 4 hours 52
minutes and raising over £400. You can
if you wish still sponsor him online at
www.mycharity.ie/events/davethomas

MARATHON

Dave Thomas crosses the finish line!
Photo: Marathon-Photos.Com
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www.christianaid.ie

PRESIDENT SARKOZY
HOLDS THE KEY TO
UNLOCKING TAX
SECRECY

After posing for photos the group met with the First Secretary
inside the Embassy and handed over a letter calling for
decisive action from French President, Nicolas Sarkozy, to end
tax haven secrecy.

France is chair of the 2011 G20 Summit, which takes place in
Cannes, France, this November and we are urging President
Sarkozy to use his chairmanship of the G20 summit as an
opportunity to put international tax dodging and financial
secrecy on the agenda.

Sorley McCaughey, Christian Aid’s Policy and Advocacy officer
said, ‘We estimate that tax dodging by some unscrupulous
multinationals may deny poor nations as much as $160 billion
each year, far more than they receive in aid. This is money that
could be spent on healthcare, education and other vital public
services.’

David Thomas, Christian Aid’s Campaigns Coordinator, added
that, ‘As chair of this year’s G20 President Sarkozy is in a
position to set the agenda and so holds the key to unlocking
the financial secrecy which surrounds tax havens and which
allows tax dodging to take place.’

You can support this campaign to get financial secrecy on
the agenda at the G20 summit by signing our online petition
at www.endtaxhavensecrecy.org or by ordering postcards
to sign by phoning or emailing the Christian Aid office.

In April Christian Aid campaigners
staged a photo stunt outside the
French Embassy in Dublin, ahead of
a meeting of the Finance Ministers of
the world’s 20 largest economies
otherwise known as the G20. 

Mark Hill (UUP), Jim Wells (DUP), Anna Lo (Alliance), Conall
McDevitt (SDLP), Jim Gibney (Sinn Fein) and Martin Gregg (Green
Party) at the CADA husting event.

Unlocking tax secrecy at the French Embassy, Ailesbury Road, Dublin

 

CADA INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT HUSTING
Christian Aid along with other members of the Coalition of Aid
and Development Agencies (CADA) in Northern Ireland organised
a husting event on the theme of international development ahead
of the assembly elections in May.

All the major parties were represented and were quizzed by the
audience at the Black Box in Belfast on issues such as climate
change, overseas aid and human rights.

Local band Havana House Party take to the stage at gig night.

AUNTIE ANNIE’S
FUNDRAISING GIG FOR
AFRICA
After volunteering in Ghana on a Platform 2 placement in 2010,
Janine Cudden from Belfast decided she wanted to raise money
for the work of Christian Aid in Africa. Platform 2, which came to
an end in 2010, was a three year volunteering project funded by
the UK department for International Development and facilitated
by Christian Aid, which sent over 2,000 young people to
volunteer and experience life in a developing country. Janine
organised a great night of music from four local bands and raised
much needed funds for our work in Africa.
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FUND RAISING

Farranthomas Church Hall, Newcestown Co. Cork, where
Christian Aid was co-recipient of proceeds of a coffee event
organised by Mrs. Lilly Shorten, Newcestown, Co. Cork during
Christian Aid Week. It was a real community event and raised
€1,008.00 for Christian Aid Week. Lilly has been a supporter of the
work of Christian Aid over many years.

H2O 4 ETHIOPIA
H20 4 Ethiopia which took place during the three days leading
up to last Christmas, was a sponsored walk around the inside of
the Mossley Parish Centre, Co Antrim - 22,000 laps equalling
638 miles - to raise money to install water pipes in
Shashemene, a village in Ethiopia. This will help solve the
problem of young girls spending most of each day carrying
water considerable distances.

Despite the icy conditions at the time in December, more than
150 parishioners turned out to support this worthy cause.

John Murray (centre) from Cregagh Methodist Church, Belfast,
organised a ‘Big Fry Up’ for Christian Aid Week. Those who
supported this event enjoyed a full breakfast of sausage, egg,
bacon, soda and potato bread cooked to perfection by John’s
willing band of helpers.  Deborah Doherty, who took the photo and
went along for her ‘Fry’, hopes this will be an annual event!

Alexander Caldwell and the Revd Canon Neil Cutcliffe present a
cheque for £3,024 to Dave Thomas of Christian Aid during the
Family Service in the Church of the Holy Spirit, Mossley on Sunday
20th March.

Christian Aid Week
has long received
outstanding
fundraising support
at home, but this
year Christian Aid
staff worldwide
went to new lengths
to get involved. 

There was a fantastic response globally with a market place
and food event in India, a fun run in Ethiopia and a football
tournament in Haiti. One of the most energetic events was
undertaken by Christian Aid’s Nairobi office, where their intrepid
team of mountaineers climbed Mount Kenya for Christian Aid
Week. 

At 5,199 metres high, Mount Kenya dwarfs all peaks in Ireland
and is higher even than Europe’s Mont Blanc. Preparations for
the momentous climb included a training climb up Mount
Longonot. 

East Africa Country Manager Dereje Alemaheyu, who visited
Ireland last year, said: ‘The Mount Longonot experience has
proved to me that the best practice for team building is
mountain climbing! There could be no more uplifting team spirit
and sense of team achievement than the one experienced at a
'summit gathering' on the edge of a precipice!’

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - THANK YOU!

Dereje Alemaheyu
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Christ West serves coffee to waiting customers at Bangor West
Presbyterian church.  The event was held in conjunction with the
neighbouring Church of Ireland and Methodist congregations to
raise funds for Christian Aid Week.

Members of the committee: Brona Johnston,
Roberta Ferguson, Rosemary Brisbane, Nora Gibson

Sally Marsh, Iris Black & Margaret Crooks.

Each year, Cookstown Christian Aid Committee organises Soup &
Cheese Lunches on the Fridays during Lent. Members of the
Committee, assisted by volunteers from eight churches in the area,
work very hard to raise money for Christian Aid. 

They say they are indebted to many local businesses which, in
spite of hard times, have continued to donate soup, rolls, cheese
and biscuits. Mrs Margaret Crooks runs a stall each week, selling
Fairtrade products. The lunches are very well supported and have
become an enjoyable social occasion for those who attend
regularly. This year a total of £2,920 was raised, £130 of which was
profit from the Traidcraft stall.       

COFFEE MORNING IN BANGOR

Journalist & author Brendan Nolan was the guide for a group of
Christian Aid walkers, touring some of the more unusual corners of
Dublin’s Phoenix Park in April.  Brendan is pictured here pointing
out some of the flora and fauna in the Furry Glen.  Next year it is
hoped to include a Treasure Hunt for families with children. 

PHOENIX PARK WALK

THE VALUE OF
VOLUNTEERS
There are around 20 volunteers who regularly come in to our
offices and donate their time to Christian Aid in data
processing, fulfilment of Present Aid orders, sending out
mailings, answering and making telephone calls and other
office duties.  Between them they have given approximately
£30,000 worth of time in the last financial year – a fantastic
achievement!  This saves Christian Aid costs of this value and
enables us to send even more grants to partners overseas.  

If you would like to volunteer some of your time in either
our Belfast or Dublin office, please do get in contact.
Details are on page 2. We would love to hear from you!

Some of our many volunteers who help out in the Belfast office
pose for the camera on the steps outside Linden House. 

COOKSTOWN CHRISTIAN AID COMMITTEE 
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EMERGENCY

CHRISTIAN AID RESPONDS TO
EAST AFRICA FOOD CRISIS
Christian Aid is responding to the east
Africa food crisis and has launched an
emergency appeal to help people
affected across the region. 

Please give now to help us reach
those most in need.

Drought and displacement
Drought and displacement combined with rising food prices has left
the east and the horn of Africa, especially Kenya and Ethiopia, in
need of urgent humanitarian support.

After two poor rainy seasons in 2011, drought in those countries
affected has left 10 million people in need of humanitarian assistance.

At the same time Christian Aid is concerned that large number
of people who have been displaced within Sudan and from
Somalia are also facing food shortages. 

Christian Aid partners are responding
Our partners in Ethiopia, Sudan and Kenya are closely monitoring
the situation. This appeal will fund urgently needed life saving
measures, such as:

n emergency tanks of water for villages experiencing the worst of
the drought conditions 

n food for families who currently are not reached by the World
Food Programme response 

n extra nutrition for malnourished children and pregnant women 

n animal feed to protect livestock that are so crucial to survival.

Please make your cheque/postal order payable to Christian Aid Ireland
Please do not send cash by post, and include your name and telephone number on the back of the cheque.

Or please debit my: Visa   Mastercard   CAF Card   Maestro   Laser
Please copy the long number from the middle of your card

Card no.  Expiry date
/ 

Signature Date  / / 
You can also donate by calling Belfast (028) 9064 8133 or Dublin (01) 611 0801 

Please accept my donation of £/€

Tick here to make your gift go even further

I want all donations I have made to Christian Aid in the past four years, and any donations I
make in the future, to be Gift Aided until I notify you otherwise. 

To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay an amount of UK Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax
at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax
year. Tax year is 6 April one year to 5 April next.

Christian Aid will not pass your details on to any other organisations. 

Please send this form to:
Christian Aid, Linden House, 96 Beechill Road, Belfast BT8 7QN

I would like to make a donation to the East Africa Drought and Displacement Appeal

Laser only

Northern Ireland

Tax efficient giving in Ireland

Christian Aid can reclaim tax on donations of €250
or more in the tax year from PAYE taxpayers - at no extra cost to
you - thus increasing the value of your donation. To reclaim the tax
Christian Aid will contact you for your consent, to make your gift
go even further.

Christian Aid will not pass your details on to any other organisations. 

Please send this form to:
Christian Aid, 17 Clanwilliam Terrace, Dublin 2

Republic of Ireland

A012416 AIRL000368

Title Forename

Surname

Address

Postcode/County

Telephone
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DIARY DATES

Wednesday 20th October
Methodist Central Hall,

London 11-4pm

MEET YOUR MP! 

Northern Ireland volunteers wanted
to support Christian Aid’s vision of

an end to poverty.

To register your place at this event, call
Dave Thomas in Belfast (028) 9064 8133

WESTMINSTER
LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT

SHEEP’S HEAD HIKE
CHRISTIAN AID

Saturday 3 September 2011

**NEW ROUTE**
Meeting on Saturday 3rd September, 11:30am
Community Hall, Kilcrohane Village, Co Cork

Register NOW or get more information
Christian Aid office, tel. 023 88 41468

Email: cork@christian-aid.org
www.christianaid.ie/trekking

Registered charity no. CHY6998

Support Christian Aid’s fight against POVERTY 
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ALED JONES
IN CONCERT

Thursday 3rd May 2012,
Waterfront Hall Belfast.
Christian Aid Concert with special guest
Aled Jones and the Belfast Community
Gospel Choir.

Tickets £22.50 & £25 available from
1st September 2011 from the Waterfront Hall.

Contact Belfast office for more details

LAGANSIDE
WALK

Sunday 11th
September 2011
Meet 2pm at the
Ramada Hotel,
Shaw’s Bridge
Come along for a family
friendly sponsored stroll.
Includes a treasure hunt
with prizes!

For more details:
Ann McIntyre Belfast (028) 9064 8133

FAMILY FUN DAY 
Saturday 17th September 12 midday to 4pm
Dundrum Methodist Church, Co Dublin
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Register NOW 01 611 0801 (ROI)
028 9064 8133 (NI)

eventsireland@christian-aid.org
www.christianaid.ie/trekking
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4 MOUNTAINS
4 PROVINCES
48 HOURS

26-28 August 2011

Slieve Donard
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